 Will of John Norfolk 1635

In the name of God Amen; the thirtenth daie of Februarie in the Eleaventh yeare of the reigne of our Sovereigne Lord Kinge Charles of England etc. Annoq dmi 1635, I John Norfolke the elder of Soham in the Countie of Cambridge yeoman, well consideringe my age and infirmenes and and, man his, mortallitie, beinge of sound and perfect memorie for which the Lord God almightie both nowe and evermore be praised; revokeinge and for ever quite difaultinge all former wills and testaments by me made or caused to be written, doe Ordeine, make and declare this to be my laste will and testament in manner and forme followeinge; (….elt) firste and before all things I recomend and bequeathe my soule unto the almightie God that gave it me trustinge that by the merrits death & passion of Jesus Christe; to have remission of my sinnes and the same to be saved; and for my bodie I comitt the same unto the earthe in all Christianwise devoutly to be Buried at the discretion of my executrix and supravisors of this my will and testament, And as haveinge a feelinge of the distressed estate of the pore, I Give unto the porer sorte of people in Soham aforesaid the sume of Twentie shillings of English money to distribute amongest them the next saboth daie after my decease by the overseers for the pore of the same parish for the time beinge; And for my worldly estate of landes tenements & goods of what nature and kinde soever aswell moveable or unmovable reall or persenall I Give devise and bequeathe as hereafter is expressed and as my will & true intent mentioned and declared; Imprimis I Give and Bequeathe unto John Norfolke my sone that my Tenement with the ground and aptenance sett lyeinge & beinge in mare street in Soham aforesaid in occupation of George Musicke, alsoe I give unto him the said John my sone that my inclosuer of pasture …….. lieinge in Soham aforesaid on the South Side of the said towne abbuttinge upon the pigge waye leading towards Wicken and conteineth one acre of ground more or lesse, Item I give unto the said John one acre of free hold land lyeinge in downe feild next the twoe acres of coppie hold of John Norfolke the younger holden of Netherhall Tindalls nowe Mr Payne, It I give unto the said John my sone one acre of coppie hold of the manner of Soham lyeinge in Grenditch furlonge in the north side of the said towne abbuttinge upon metleham waie and by the lande of ……………… on the south Item I Give unto my said sone John one acre of demeasne land lyeinge in Nodditch feild next the land  Francis Crayne widdow and is holden by Willm (Doyres?) Lease, Item I give unto my said sone John one halfe acre of demeasne land lyeinge in Bancrofte and is conteined in the lease late Edward Cropley at ……. is hempland in the use of me the said John Norfolke Item I give him the said John one other halfe acre of hempland lyeinge in Bancrofte alsoe in use of me the said John Norfolke and is conteined in the Lease of Mr Hamond and one other halfe acre of hempland there alsoe I give my said sone John wh is conteined in the said Mr Hamonds lease nowe in use of John Nethercoate the younger by grante of me the said John Norfolke To have and to hold the said frehold and coppiehold premises unto my said sone John Norfolke his heirs and assigns for ever And to have and to hold the said demeasne premises unto my said sone John his executors and assigns for and duringe ………terme and space of yeares yett to come in the originall leases ……… the same acre soe amongst other grounds conteined to come and is yett unexpired as by assignements thereof doth and maidaxeans, Item I Give and bequeath unto Luke Norfolke my sone one acre of frehold land lyeinge in  downe feild aforesaid by the said acre before bequeathed to my said sone John, alsoe one acre of coppiehold of the manner of Soham in the said Grenditch furlonge abbuttinge upon the said metleham waie and by the land of the said John Norfolk on the south To have and to hold unto him the said Luke his heirs and assignes for ever, Item whereas I have prchased of Willm Bernes Esquire one acre of hempeland adioyninge  & lyeinge by that other acre or pcell of hempland wha…..tenaure on the south side of the said towne in the place called millcroffte nowe in occupation of me the said John Norfolke and after my decease shall of right descend unto the said Luke by the grante of Willm Norfolk gent deceased; my will is that the said assurance in prchase to be pad of the said Willm Bernes Esq shalbe made to my said sone Luke Norfolke; or in defaulte thereof whereof I make noe doubte, but that accordinge to agreement & righte meaneinge wilbe…….. formed, otherwise my will and minde is that my Executrix shall paie my said sone Luke Norfolk the sume of Twentie and twoepounds of lawefull money of England beinge the price contracted for the said acre of hempland Item it is my will and righte meaneinge that my said sones shall enter upon all and every the bequeathed premises imediatly after my decease with all advantage of croppe of corne or hempe wch shalbe thereupon formerly sowen by me the said John Norfolke for further consideracons hereafter expressed; Item I Give and Bequeathe unto Alice my wife five of the best miltch cowes she shall and can chose or make choice of amongest all the miltchs beastes I shalbe posessed of when I departe this life, and one of those mares alsoe at hir choice amongest all the mares I shall leave after my decease; Item the residue of all my said miltches mares cowe beasts horse calfe and cattle whatsoever I Give unto my said twoe sones equally to be parted and separated for them by the supravisors to this my will; and my sone John to have the firste choyce of the one halfe, together whall my outward goodes and utensils of husbandrie, In consideracon that they my said sones or their assigns shall and will duringe the naturall life of Alice my said wife yearly and every yeare at ty…es rou….t upon request not only yeild and paie unto her the said Alice, the full sume and quantie of twoe combes of good wheate Twoe Combes of good rye and one combe of barley in or at the nowe dwellinge house of me the said John Norfolke, but also shall plowe and sowe yearely for her that crofte of hempland belongeinge to the said house, and furthermore bringe hou… out of the towne of Soham such carriages as by carte the said Alice shall have to be carried for her nowe use soe longe yearely in like conre…… tyme duringe her naturall life; Provided alwaies that if my said sones or either of them shall refuse soe to doe as here by my will sheweth and my intent is that then it is and shalbe lawefull for my said wife and I doe hereby give unto hir for terme of hir life, to enter and have the recited acre of frehold in downefield bequeathed to my sone John & the next acre hereby bequeathed to my sone Luke, and the said twoe acres in Creditch furlonge, and either pte of them, refusinge as aforesaid, Item I Give unto my said Wife all my implements of household stuffe and inward stocke of Brass pewter iron Lynneing and woollen, and the the said Alice onely to have hold and make use thereof for terme of hir life, and after hir decease my will is that all the said goods and implements be separated in twoe ptes by my said supravisors or some of them and the firste pte to be at the choice of my said sone John Norfolke Item I Give and bequeathe unto every-one of my grandchildren nowe borne the sume of Ten shillings of English money apece, Item I Give unto my kinswoman Anne Tabram the sume of twenty shillings at 21 years of age, Item all my Goodes Chatles Rights and Credits whatsoever not formerly bequeathed and whereof and wherewith I am of right interested and possessed in the realme of England I Give unto my said wife Alice whome I make my sole executrixe, Confidently trusteinge that she will make a true probation of this my will and testament and emediatly after yeild up such parte of my said goods to the …….. valuaton and decision thereof by my supravisors to the use of my said sones according to this my will and true meaneinge thereof expressed and intended, and discharge my debts legacies and Buriall expenses, and in all things as my will is she should be directed and assigned by my supravisors or the moste of them, whome I nominate to be my loveinge kinsman John Norfolke, my sones in lawe Francis Eaton Robert Pechey & John Nethercoat Item I give to every one of my said supravisors the sume of sixe shillings and eighte pence apece Item it is my meaneinge and will that my supravisors have that bequeathed to them within one yeare and my grandchildren their bequests whenas they come of one and twenty yeares of age In witness whereof I have hereunto theise thre sheets of paper sett my hande and sealle the daie & yeare in the begininge hereof /

      (signed) John Norfolke

…… of us  Sealled hr for his will & deed declared in the presence of us

                                            John Norfolk

                                            Robert Pecchie

                                            Will Howe

…. that the said John Norfolk the elder have surrendered his coppie hold pieces of land which he holdeth of the Lord of the manner of Soham and Fordham by the ..od unto the Lord of the said manner by the hande of John Norfolke in the presence of Robert Pechey to the use of his last will and testament, the very daie of the date wh this present will

Latin added to document granting probate to Alice Norfolke           
