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Foreword by Steve Norfolk (V2)

Tracing a familydéds history involves a great
detail and, to some extent ,luck. And w hen that history stretches

back almost eight hundred years, the pa rt played by luck  can

assume even greater significance than might otherwise be

expected . N ot only on the part of the family itself in surviving for so

long, but also, in my case, luck in piecing together the evidence.

To begin with, just think of what the  population of our country h as
experienced during the last eight centuries and you realize that it is
nothing short of a minor miracle that an unbroken chain of

generations could possibly have reached forward to this day. until
relatively recently there we re no trained doctors or nurses and
m edical conditions that we regard as only minor today would

frequently , in the past, have resulted in death because of infection ;

a high percentage of infants died in childbirth, as did their mothers ;

there were no anti  biotics , effective painkillers  or proper

anaesthetics ; Plague and many other diseases, civil wars , poor

sanitation, lack of hygiene , cold, diet and terrible housing conditions

killed huge numbers of people; and then, in the twentieth century,

two World War s cut short the lives of millions. Il tds al most a wonde
that any of us are here today!

But, even assuming that your family escape d obliteration by any or

all of the above, what 6 she likelihood of being able, today, to learn
anything about the existence o f particular individuals who lived so

|l ong ago? This is where, in my familyds ca:
they were born and lived in just the right place . Until the early 19 ™
century they lived in and around the city of York, a city of great
importance in the past, which has preserved a large quantity of
records that are so useful to genealogists. Over the years, York has
been the subject of many historical reference books and a great
many valuable resources are to be found in places such as York
Minster Archives, The Borthwick Institute and City of York Archives
to name but three .

Lotsof peopl e succeed in tracing their familyd¢d
of hundred years or so, thanks largely to the ma ny resources

available to them on the internet. But how many people have the

kind of personal good fortune  thatl 6 v ad? I, too, started my

research by using what was freely available on the internet but,

after |1 had traced my familyds history back
around the year 1681, | chanced I thanks to the generosity of a

fellow genealogy researcher called Jim Norfolk (no relation of mine)

- upon a highly detailed document telling the history of a family of

Norfolks that began in York in the Middle Ages  and went as far as

the 16 ™ century . I found thi s book intriguing and began to wonder if

this family could actually be connected to my own. But how to



bridge a two hundred year gap between where this document left
off and the point | Ordached with my own research? Contained in
this work was a photograp  h of the tomb of a man called Nicholas

Northfolk, in Holy Trinity church, Acaster Malbis and | decided I had

to take a look at  the tomb for myself. In order to visit the church |
went to meet the churchwarden, Roger Raimes who , it turned out

family history thatl & deen given . Only this version carried right on
past the 16 " century and, at the year 1681, joined up precisely with
my own findings . What a stroke of luck  that was !

The book had been written by a relative of mine that | never even

knew existed until it was too late for me to meet him T Bill Norfolk

(R.W.S.Norfolk) who was born in Hull in 1913 and who died in
1996. It 6 &is book fA T hMNorfolks Of Naburn In The East Riding Of

had a later v ersion , given to him by the author, of the same Norfolk

Yor kshire And Their Descendanmgteadealt tfat has p

the information contained in this work i atleast as far as
Generation 12 - and, where possible, | have faithfully reproduced

his original material. | have, however, made some changes to his

text, these changes being mainly in the interests of explanation or
clarification of sources and obscure words, though in a few cases

they have been made due to new information being available to me

of which Bill was unaware at the time he was writing. In other
instances| 6 vei mply expanded on Bafter Hadng
seen for myself most of the original documents and references that

he cited.

The major difference between my version of the Norfolk family story
and the earlier one is that | 0 v mot ended it where Bill did. He,
naturally, followed the trail from generation to generation,

culminating with his own particular branch of the family, whereas |,
naturally, have followed the same tralil , but thistime  to my own
branch (N.B. all my own direct ancestors have been highlighted
bold print ). And although Bill indicated the various points at which
branches such as my own diverged from his, he chose not to

research them. Clearly, it 6 %ot practical to follow up every single
offshoot from the main t runk of the family tree but, in several cases
at least, | have attempted to do this and my results are contained in
separate appendices at the back of this document. | have also
decided to include some images of original documents such as wills

censuses and parish register entries, along with photographs where

16 v thought it appropriate.

Going back beyond a couple of generations, it becomes more or less
impossible to know what my ancestors were really like as

individuals, so | have simply presented what | know about them as
a series of historical facts supported, as far as possible, by

evidence. And | decidedto discontinue d etailed narrative  after

nf or mat i

Generation2 07 my gr andf at her Oisasgoenare ofdghbse o n



of later generations are still alive and i t would not be right in this
age of widespread identity theft to reveal too much of their personal
information.

| know that | must have undoubtedly missed people off the family
tree and, in some cases, |will have made mistakes with my

information. For s uch errors | apologise. And | particularly apologise

to those who so patiently gave me specific information and yet | still

got it wrong!  If anyone reading this is able to send me any

information that they would like to see added to this document, or

isabl e to correct any errors | 6ve made, pl ea
details at steve@norfolkfamilyhistory.co.uk

Although | never knew him, | think that in one respect, at least, Bill

Norfolk and I must be very much alike: we share the same strong

desire to discover 1 andpasson -our f ami | y GAshistary st or vy .
that did not start where this document begins , hor will it finish

(hopefully) where  this document ends.

Steve Norfolk (V2) .

PS. Please visit my w ebsite at www.norfolkfamilyhistory.co.uk

PLEASE NOTE

Although this document contains material and information which,
for the most part, could well be obtained independently by other
dedicated resear chers, it would be appreciated if anyone intending
to reproduce or quote from the document would kindly acknowledge
the source(s) and, if possible, contact me to let me know about it

Steve Norfolk.


mailto:steve@norfolkfamilyhistory.co.uk
http://www.norfolkfamilyhistory.co.uk/

Modern Map showing the area in which a grea t deal of the early part
of the familyds histoiroli83®ook place (cl

The principal places to note are:

Acaster Malbis, Askham Bryan, Bilton in Ainsty
Bishopthorpe, Copmanthorpe, Goldsborough
Naburn, Rufforth , Stillingfleet, Tockwith, Wigginto n.



KINGS & QUEENS OF ENGLAND

Dates

1066 -1087
1087 -1100
1100-1135
1135-1154

1154-1189

1189-1199
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(From 1066 onwards)

Ruler

William |
William 11
Henry |
Stephen
Henry Il
Richard |
John
Henry
Edward |
Edward Il
Edward Il
Richard I
Henry IV
Henry V
Henry VI
Edward IV
Edward V
Richard Il
Henry VII
Henry VIII
Edw ard VI
Mary |
Elizabeth |

James | (VI of Scotland 1567-1625)

Charles |

Commonwealth
Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector
Richard Cromwell, Lord Protector

Charles Il
James Il

William IIl & Mary |l

William 1l
Anne
George |
George Il
George Il
George IV
William 1V
Victoria
Edward VII
George V
Edward VIl
George VI
Elizabeth II

(alone)

House

Normandy
Normandy
Normandy
Blois
Angevin
Angevin
Angevin
Plantagenet
Plantagenet
Plantagenet
Plantagenet
Plantagenet
Lancaster
Lancaster
Lancaster
York

York

York

Tudor
Tudor
Tudor
Tudor
Tudor
Stuart
Stuart

Stuart
Stuart
Stuart
Stuart
Stuart
Hanover
Hanover
Hanover
Hanover
Hanover
Hanover

Saxe-Coburg -Gotha

Windsor
Wind sor
Windsor
Windsor



Timeline

Gen. Name Dates Page
1 Martin de Northfolk (Al) Died ¢1280 12
2 | Nicholas de Northfolk (B1) Died c1317 16
3 | Thomas de Northfolk (C1) Died ¢1343 20
4 John de Northfolk (D1) Died c1382 25
5 | Nicholas de Northfolk (E1) Died 1420 27
6 John Northfolk (F2) Died c1437 34
I Robert Northfolk (G4) Alive in 1439 37
8 Thomas Northfolk (H2) Alive in 1524 38
9 John Northfolk (11) Died 1558 39
10 Richard Northfolk (J6) Alive in 1589 42
11 Denis Northfolk (K15) Alive in 1584 44
12 John Norfolke (L1) Died 1661 46
13 John Norfolke (M1) Died 1695 47
14 Christopher Norfolk (N9) 1681 -1759 51
15 Richard Norfolk (0O27) 1721 -1795 53
16 Thomas Norfolk (P1) 1754 -1827 59
17 John Norfolk (Q2) 1799 -1876 63
18 Nathaniel Norfolk (R6) 1833 -1908 69
19 James Norfolk (S10) 1862 -1913 77

20 Walter Norfolk (T2) 1895 -1960 88

21 | Raymond W Norfolk (U3) 1929 -1995 110

22 Steve Norfolk (V2) 1953 - 116
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Introduction

Documentary evidence of the s urname fAde Norfol ko has
been found in Yorkshire before the mid 12 ™ century, but thereafter,

evidence has been found to show that groups with that surname

were living at York, Wakefield, Middleham, Kirby Fleetham and

Scarborough.

The name is fo und spelled in a number of ways: Norfolk, Northfolk,

Nortfolc, Norff, Norfax etc, but until the early fifteenth century it

was al ways preceded by fAdeo indicating
family came from Norfolk. It is probable that he was a feudal tenan t

t ha:

of the great baronial family of Warenne 'on that familyos estat

Norfolk. At some time early in the twelfth century he left there and

moved to the Warenneds other great estate

Yorkshire where he commenced toinduwe call
course that became his surname. It should be remembered that
standardisation of spelling only began to really take hold in the 18
century. Until 1732, almost all legal documents were written in

Latin and places and surnames have changed over time , in many
cases because those responsible for written records simply wrote

down what they heard i or thought they heard.

th

The first part of this account traces the descendants of a branch of

the Norfolk family that was domiciled at York and Naburn (four

miles south of York) and which from 1240 to 1420 was of local
importance in the York area. In the sixty -four years between 1245

and 1309 the family provided an overseer o0

York Castle, a Bailiff, a Mayor and a Member of Parliament for t he
city of York. Eventually, during the reign of King Henry V, the eldest

son was killed serving overseas and the subsequent marriage of his
daughter and heiress brought the loss to the family of the estate at

Naburn when it passed into the ownership of an other family. The
descendants of younger sons lived in rather more mundane

circumstances but can be traced through the next 580 years as

farmers, merchants, craftsmen etc.

! Warenne, William de 7 came from Varenne, near Bellencombre, Normandy. He
fought with William | at the Battle of Hastings in 1066 and was rewarded by

being given estates in 13 English counties, including Norfolk and Yorkshire. He

was created Earl of Surrey in 1088 and died in the same year as a result of being
shot by an arrow. In mod ern money his holdings would be worth around £57
billion, a record in Britain during the last millennium.

Source: The Domesday Book Online.
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The first evidence to show that the family was armigerous (in
receipt of a grant of coat of arms) occurs on 27 " February 1359
when John de Norfolk Esquire was awarded 25 marks costs for

going to fACalais on the Kingbs businesso.

seen on the tombstone of Nicholas Northfolk in Holy Trinity Church,

Acaster Malbis, while the tinctures (colours) are recorded in
Harl eian M.S. 2169: AParty per pale gule
counter colouredo. RWS Norfolk believed

would have looked like this:

S <‘
t h
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The Norfolks of York

The pr ogenitor of the Norfolk family of York was

Generation 1: MARTIN de NORTHFOLK (Al)

He was a man of many parts and is described on a 13 " century

deed as a citizen of York, and in 1244 he was trading as a cloth

mer chant, being assessedribustaanhnpr o mmne ac
£10 18s 1d and also 116s 6d ( CalendarCloseRolt o f 1244: Ff#Pro
mercatori bus pannorum: Martino de Norfdo pr.
Martino de Norfodé6 pro eoden x lasshssed,s xvi i i
Thomas de Balingbrok and Hugh de Seleby). In addition to his trading

activities he had to perform other duties for the King.

In 1245 King Henry 1l arrived in York and inspected the castle, the

keep of which had been burnt down in the anti -Jewish riots in 1190.

Although rebui It of timber, it had been badly damaged in a great

gale in 1228 and had become indefensible. The King ordered that it

be rebuilt in stone and nominated Henry de Reyns, master mason,

and Master Simon, carpenter, to carry out the work. At the same

time, four men were appointed to act as overseer
works at the castle while it was being rebuilt: Robert Clervall, Martin

de Norfolk, Thomas le Graunt and Hugh de Seleby. On the 4 " of

May 1245, the King appointed Robert Gra as Keeper in the place of

Hugh de Seleby ( Calendar Patent Roll > 4th May 1245: reading: Mandate

to Martin de Norfolk, Robert Clervall, and Thomas le Graunt to admit

Robert Gra as fellow keeper of the Kingds
place of Hugh de Seleby whom the King hasabsolved from that duty).

Calendar of Close Rolls _: The Close Rolls contain enrolments of letters "close"

(i.e. issued folded and closed by the Great Seal) of royal orders and instructions

and of private deeds such as land transfers, and can be found in the Public
Record Office. Documents thus enrolled also included deeds of bargain and

sale; deeds of lease and release; surrenders of office; conveyances in trust for

chapels, schools and charitable purposes and even documents giving details of
pardons for serious crimes such as murder.

Calendar of Patent Rolls _: The Rev. C Moor writes in his book "Knights of Edward
I": "The Patent Rolls, which began in 1201, contain a record of the patent, i.e.

open or public letters o f the king or his ministers directed to various persons,
and include grants of land or of offices, deeds of various kinds, and an

enormous collection of miscellaneous matter, so that it is not too much to say

that practically every parish in En gland and almost every person of
consequence was at some time mentioned therein. It would in fact be futile to
attempt to write a history of any parish in this country, or to tell the story of

any ancient family without reference to them."
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For the next six years Martin continued to act as an overseer until
1251 when he and Hugh de Seleby were replaced by two new

overseers( Cal endar Cl ose Rol | 1251: nADe visoridk
Jerem de Brettegat et Serlonem de Stengat constituit visores operacionum

castri Regis Eboraci |l oco Hugonis de Sel eb:
visorum Regis earunden operacionum et mandatum est eis quod ad hoc

diligenter intendant una cum alii)s sociis

The reconstruction work is though t to have cost King Henry about

£2,600 (the equivalent of £1,250,000 in 2006). All that now

remains of the castle at York is the keep, which eventually became

known as Cliffordds Tower after Roger de C|
there in 1322.

An ar t mpsessidrsof York Castle in the early 14 ™ century. By then most of the
castle had been rebuilt in stone. 4 English Heritage Photo Library.

Cliffordbébs Tower today.
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In 1257, Martin de Norfolk was appointed bailiff of York ( Drake:
AEbor acumo)apdslypely akeswiards became mayor of York,

probably in 1258. An undated document which he witnessed

describes him as @t he&okArchagaogicaloRecord o r k
Series XCIlIl page 157: the passag258%d
and proceeds to record a AGrant by H
€0 which ends with the Latin words i
majore Eboraci, Hugone de Seleby, Alexandro filio Radulphi, Johanne de
Usegayte,. et aliis.o

(
t
r
[

0O N

0
ar
en
Hi

n< nmn

Alth ough he must have been kept very busy with his activities as a
merchant, his work for the crown and his civic duties, Martin de
Northfolk still found time to carve out an estate from the forest at
Naburn on the east bank of the river south of York. One of the
many original documents which have survived in the muniments

the Palmes family of Naburn shows that Martin held land at a place
called Fulemose in Naburn and that he exchanged it for other

land and a water mill in Naburn with Sir Richard Maunsell

of

The translation that follows shows that he expressly excluded his

great Aassarto from the transaction (an fAa:
recovered from the forest): ( York Archaeological Journal XVII pages

104 & 105:

AGrant by Martin dofYorl mRichrd Mandellof ci t i zen
Naburne, knight, of all his lands in a place called Fulemose, except his great

assart, as the mound extended from his stone boundary, which was between

him and Hugh de Seleby, to the head of Louthen; and so from Louthen by the

mound to Buretredale, and so by Buretredale by the bounds of Dittonto the

land of Walter de Acastreon the south, and so by the mound of the same

Wal terto his (Martinés) stone boundary, in
place called Stockinge, with a toft, a plot of land and a house, which a certain

miller long held, near the mill on the water of Naburne; from the bounds of

Dusfeldstyel to the land of Arnald de Naburne, clerk, towards the vill of

Naburne; and so from Arnal ce@esadand to the |

Richardés sister, in Littelwait, and so fr.
were the said Richardés beyween his | and al
Pal misto the | and of Geoffrey | e Grant, an

mound t o hi ssaftddhe ¢ast.A\btrse3sesaVéilliam de Palmis,
Hugh de Seleby, Robert de Clerewas, John de Vesey, William de Fulford,
Nicholas of the same, Thomas Godman, John de Nortfolck, Thomas de Alna,
Arnald de Naburne, clerk, Andrew the clerk. ).

Seal, greenwax, 1 1/8 x 7/8. An antique, a female figure leaning against a pillar

addressing a child, probably Venus and Cupid. + SIGLIA MARTINI DE NORFOL.
Poor impression.

! official papers that prove ownership, especially title deeds to property.



15

We cannotbecerta i n as to the name of Martinos

been Alice, the sister of John Mansell. He was Treasurer at York, a

Provost of Beverley, Kingdébs councillor
is documentary evidence to prove that Martin de Norfolk had four

child ren:

Nicholas de Northfolk  (B1)
Adam de Northfolk (B2)
A daughter (B3) who married Andrew de Selby
John de Northfolk (B4)

There is no indication of when Martin died, but it is likely to have
been between 1270 and 1285.

W i

and
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Generation 2: NICHOLAS de NORTHFOLK (B1)

The eldest son of Martin de Northfolk owned a house in Blossom
Street, York, as shown in the York Husgabel Roll of ¢.1284 L

In 1301, Nicholas and his wife were querients % in a transaction over
land in Skelto n (York Archaeological Record SeriesCXXVIl page 5 No. 27)
and in the same year he was assessed at 12s for the subsidy of one
fifteenth on his holding in Naburn (York Archaeological Record Series

X X1 ALay Sufdsl83i0Rioes NABWURNE: De odkixc hol ao de

0.q.).

In 1304 he upheld his right of common % for 12 oxen, 8 horses, 10
cows, 200 sheep and other beasts in 160 acres of wood and pasture

in Naburn (' Victoria County History of the East Riding of Yorkshire: Vol.3
page 79).

Nicholas is onrecord as  having witnessed six transactions relating

to Naburn in the years 1290, 1291, 1300, 1314 and 1315 ( Papers of
the Palmes family in the keeping of the East Riding of Yorkshire Archives
and Local Studies Service in Beverley: 7/7, 7/8, 7/12, 7/13, 7/15, 7/15).

The evidence showing the relationship between Martin de Norfolk
and Nicholas is contained in the Calendar Patent Roll for the 22 nd August

1316, page 535whichusesthewords #fA Pr ot ecti on wi t*h cl ause

(to many people including) Nicholas son of Ma rtin de Northfolk of Na b ur n o
The relationship is confirmed by the record of an action taken in

1315 by John son of Andrew de Selby of Yor|
of Martin de Northfolk of Naburndo to recov:

on some land at Deighton, approximately 5 miles from Naburn
(Seldon Society: Vol 45). It can be noted from this record that John
was Nicholasds nephew.

'The Husgabel Rol | of ¢.1284 was Yorkodés earliest
duty paid on houses.

2 . . .
A querientwas a term used in legal documents. A more common word is
plaintiff.

% The right of common was the legal right of a person to use land that was
regarded as belonging to the community as a whole, rather than to one specific
individual.

“fiProtecwibh clause nolumusd was the granting of

protection by the Crown.

ad
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Nicholas and his wife (Elene?) had at least 4 children:

Thomas de Northfolk  (C1)
Nicholas de Northfolk (C2)
John de Northfolk (C3)
Richard de Northfolk (C4)
William de Northfolk (possibly) (C5)

Nicholas died between 1316 (when he was named in a Calendar

Patent Roll of that year) and 1318 when his son, Thomas, first
1

petitioned the Crown for licence to establish a chantry in memory
of his parents.
Adam de Nor thfolk (B2)
Second son of Martin de Northf dlok, he was |

Kirby in Kendal and in March 1272 ( Calendar Patent Roll 27t March
1272, page 639 he was granted Aprotection without
midsummer to go overseas.

In 1275 he was in F  rance ( Calendar Patent Roll 18t January 1275, pages

79and94) and, with others, was %aontiedd" as King
June 1276, Adam and four others were appoi |
the court of King Philip of France, and the next day, the Senescha I

of Gascogny was ordered Ato pay to Master .
clerk, £100 of Bordeaux as a gift for the despatch of his own

busi nesso. It was also decreed that AA gr al
Norff, Constable of the castle at Bordeaux, that he shall have hi S

wages in the constableship, as other constables have been want to

receive them, so long as he shall remain i

c o mma n calendar Patent Roll 1272-1281, page 147.

LA chantry was an endowment or foundation set up to pay for th e chanting of
masses and prayers, often at a particular chapel or altar within a church.

ZA Al i was defined as property held by and used to support the rector or

vicar of a parish.

A Ki ngdbs Proctor would be r edqgasasringedtigatimy carry out su
legal disputes and acting as a referee in deciding their outcome.
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Il n 1278 he was given Aprotection with cl au:
years ( Calendar Patent Roll 1278, page 264) and remained as constable

at Bordeaux. He wa saryKinAguitase irc1288 arid s

Prebendary 2 at Beverley Minster in 1279.

There are numerous entries in the Patent Rolls and in the Calendar
of Ancient Correspondence that give a good idea of his duties as
constable. These involved the transfer of lands, th e making of
various purchases, particularly wine, and the collection and
distribution of sums of money. Some of the amounts involved were
quite great.

Onthe10 "December 1292, shortly after Adaméds
Romeyn of York appointed Pincheus Jac obi (a citizen and merchant

of the company of Ricardi of Lucca) and John de Seleby to proceed

to Bordeaux and question Master Osbert de Baggeston, the

comptroller there who was the executor of the will of Adam de

Northfolk, about certain monies included in Adamdés account s
(Surtees Society Vol 128, pages 165.72). We learn what this was about

from an entry in the Calendar Close Roll of 29 July 1295, page 418:

AJohn de Northfolk, brother and heir of Ma:
constable of Bordeaux castle, has shown to the King that whereas the King

lately ordered by writ of the exchequer Master Robert de Lessets, constable

of Bordeaux, and Iterius de Ingolisima, his clerk, to inspect the rolls of all

Adambés accounts for al | bletherewhicmwereimhen he w;.
their hands in the Kingdbs exchequer at Bor
treasurer and barons of London whether or not Adam, in his account, had

charged himself with 200A that he thad rece
year of his reign by the hands of Gregory de Rokeslee and Orlandinus de

Podi o, then keepers of the Kingds exchange
and lterius certified the treasurers and barons that 200£ were deducted

after Adamdés deat h byromthesdebesxue ohimbyr of hi s
the King, the treasurer and barons nevertheless exact this sum from

Nicholas. The King orders them to be discharged of this sum if Robert and

|l terius certified (to) them that it had be:
John de Northfolkwa s, in fact, Adamds younger broth
heir. Adamdés el der brother, Ni chol as, was |

noted that he was correctly named in the concluding lines of the
entry in the Calendar Close Roll.

Y1t was the role of yato d€tifon and an behalf wfthie Kirgga r

2 A Prebendary was a canon or priest who received an allowance paid to him from
the revenues of a cathedral.
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Adamdés nephew John, son of Andrew de Sel eb:
the King in 1305 for licence to establ ish a chantry in memory of his
uncle, as shown by the following transcribed document:

Memoranda de Parliamento
Petitiones Angliae 1305, Page 107, Paragraph 179
Rotuli Parliamentorum 1i.166

Ad petitionem Johannis filii Andreae de Seleby petentis quod Rexconcedere
velit licentiam quod possit assignare sex marcatas redditis in Civitate
Eboraci ad quondam cantariam faciendam pro anima Magistri Adae de
Norff(olkia) avunculi sui et animis ipsius Johannis et antecessorum suorum
etc

Ita responsum est:

Habeat br eve de Cancellaria vicecomiti ad inquirendum si sit ad dampnum.

There is no evidence to show whether or not it was granted.

Unknown Northfolk  (B3)

The name of the third child of Martin de Norfolk (A1) is not known
but it is believed that she married An drew de Selby.

John de Northfolk  (B4)

Martin de Northfolkds youngest son. I n 1291
AThki ngdbs mounted mMBRegesger coof Royal and Ba
Minstrels 1272-1 3270 by ConsDades)ce Bul | ock

On the 16 ™ July 1319 (or 1320)  John was paid his expenses

incurred while carrying letters of the King under Privy seal % to Sir

Andrewde Harclay( A Regi ster of Royal andl 3Rarrooni al
by Constance Bullock-Davies).

1 Rotuli Parliamentorum, or Parliament Rolls, were an administrative record of the
proceedings of Parliament.

% This was the seal that the King used on documents to ensure their privacy.
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Generation 3: THOMAS de NORTHFOLK (Cy)

The eldest son of Nicholas de Northfolk (B1). In 1305, he is

described as AThomas son of Nicholas de
(Papers of the Palmes family in the keeping of the East Riding of Yorkshire
Archives and Local Studies Service in Beverley: 7/7, 7/8, 7/12, 7/13, 7/15,
7/15).

As a young man, Thomas served in the war a gainst the Scots,
probably as a feudal tenant of John de Warenne, 6 ™ Earl of Surrey,
under whom he served. This is shown in an interesting document

that has survived in the Public Record Office ( Public Record Office
SC1/27/168), which translated reads:

AWarrant from John, Ear | of Warenne,
Chancellor: Sir William FitzWarin, Thomas Quenby, Johan de Berghi,

William de Cressyand Thomas de Northf ol

their debts respited according to the form ag reed by the King, having served
our company against the Scots.

Given at Bamburgh 6th March 1295/ 60

In 1302/3 he acted as a herald for the King (Edward 1) and was

operating in Scotland at Perth, Aberdeen, Dundee and Dunfermline.

While at Dunfermline he u  nfortunately killed Richard, his own

brother ( Calendar Patent Roll 10t November 1303). He obtained a Royal
Pardon for this because of his services to the King in Scotland. This

was given to him at Dunfermline on 10 ™ November 1303.

On 6™ April 1305/6 Th omas de Northfolk and two other heralds
(Roger Machys and John Butler) received payment for their
expenses incurred on a journey between Winchester and London

(A"Register of Royal and Baroni al Domest.i

Bullock-Davies).

On 27 ™ April 1306 he was appointed M.P. for York at Westminster
(Drake: AEboradgumo page 356

On 22 ™ May 1306 he was present and received 40s at the Whitsun
Banquet given by the King when the Prince of Wales (later to
become Edward II) was knighted.

In 1318 T homas de Northfolk applied for a licence to establish a

chantry in memory of his parents, Nicholas de Northfolk (B1) and

Elene. For some reason that is not clear, this was surrendered and
he made another application the following year. This application was
successful and was granted on 20 ™ October 1319:

Kk

c

Northf

t
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\Y
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Calendar Patent Roll 20t October 1319:

ALicence after inquisition ad quod damnum |
escheator of this side of Trent, for the alienation in mortmain by Thomas de

Northfolk of 5 marks of rent in Naburn to a chaplain to celebrate divine

service daily in the church of St Mary at Castlegate York for the souls of

Nicholas de Northfolk and Elene, the father and mother of the grantor, of the

said Thomas and Matilda his wife, and of his ancestors, successors and all

Christians; the tenements whence the said rent issues is held of the King by

the service of 5s a year for every service by reason of the forfeiture of the

Templars.

Renewed because a fine was made at another time by 5 marks on account of
another charter of tenements of the same value which the said Thomas
surrendered into chancery to be cancell ed.

The above is the description given in the Patent Roll, but there is
another version of the licence given by Drake, the York hist orian
(Dr ake: @ Ebor aqgwhmlgivesangre detaiBbbt does not
quote a source:

A e . in cesto conversionis S Paulo Anno 13
Northfolk granted to God and to Sir é. Mi d
successors daily celebrating divine service at matins, vespers and other

canonical hours together with placebo and dirige in the church of St Mary in

Castlegate at the altar of St Thomas the martyr, for the souls of his father,

Nicholas, Elene his mother, Mauds his two wives, of Sir John Malbys knight

and Dame Agnes his wife, and Sir William Malbys, Edmund Maunsell and

Stephen de Hamerton etc. Five marks yearly rent issueing out of all the

lands of his inheritance in the town and territory of Naburn, to be paid pent:

and mart: byequal porti onso

The York historian, Torre  *, provides a list of the Cantarists T sixteen

inall i the last being presented in 1528. At the dissolution the

chantry was valued at £3, the modern equivalent of which amount

would be almost £1100 2. No trace is now left of the chantry inside

St Marybés Castlegate. The church was decon:
owned by York Museums Trust  * who stage exhibitions there.

1 James Torre (1649 -1699) was an ecclesiastical scholar and a genealogist who
wrote five volume s on the nobility and gentry.

2 N.B. In order to arrive at a calculation of the relative worth of purchasing power
over periods of time, information provided by MEASURINGWORTH.COM has been
used , the most recent date used for comparison being 2006.

8 For details see their website at www.yorkstmarys.org.uk



http://www.yorkstmarys.org.uk/

22

The Cantarists are listed as follows:

NORFOLK CHANTRY
ST MARY®S CHURCH, CASTLEGATE, YORK

Date Cantarists Presented By
1320 €é.. de Mi dd Thomasde North folk
Richard de Webster (Res) Thomas de Northfolk
16 April 1339 Symon Paumes (Died) Thomas de Northfolk
31 May 1349 John de Herthill (Res) John de Northfolk
6 October 1349 Symon Fynimer (Res) John de Northfolk
8 July 1351 Thomas Branton Archbishop by lapse
20 July 1358 Robert de Spaldyne John de Northfolk
1 May 1359 William de Cliffe John de Northfolk
Richard Bate (Res)
26 September 1375 Thomas Marricks John de Northfolk
10 October 1383 William de Scardeburgh Nicholas de Norfolk
16 December 1433 Robert Clarke Archbishop by lapse
21 October 1443 Fra. John Haxey John Green in right of
his wife, Catherine
(Norfolk)
8 October 1465 Thomas Huet Archbishop by lapse
26 March 1521 Rad. Thompson (Res) William Ardington
6 April 1528 Peter Benson William Ardington

On 16 ™ May 1319 Thomas acknowledged that he owed George

White £10 ( Calendar Close Roll 16 May 1319 and on 28 ™ November
1320 he was a witness to the confirmation of a grant made by the

Hospital of St Leonard of land in Hoby, Yorkshire, to Tho mas, Earl of
Lancaster ( Calendar Patent Roll 28 November 1320).

In 1321, Alice de Paumes released to him 4 acres of meadow in
Acaster Malbis ( Hailstone Bequest' 5/21 Manus BB 53).

Thomas and his first wife, Matilda, had two children born before
1320, na mely:
John de Northfolk  (D1)
William de Northfolk (D2)

Matilda must have died before 1320 if Drak:
foundation of the chantry is correct, for Thomas had remarried, his

second wife being Maude. This is confirmed by another deed:

A T h o maNorthdblk and Maude his wife claimed in York against John

Gyffard, Master of St Leonardd@dwwrkHospit al Y
Archaeological Record Series Vol. XVII page 248).

! The Hailstone Bequest is part of a large collection of historical and topographical
works used by historians.
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In 1334 Thomas sold one third of a messuage ! atoft % and six

bovates * of land in Heworth to John le White ( Yorkshire

Archaeological Series XLII page 248 ), and in 1339 he presented a

priest to the family chantry in St Maryodos Castlegate.

Thomas died between 1342, when he was a witness to a transaction

concerning land at Naburn ( Papers of the Palmes family in the keeping of

the East Riding of Yorkshire Archives and Local Studies Service in Beverley:

7/24), and the 25 " March 1344 on which date a quit claim on land

in York contains the words: AfBet ween the | and of the AbbD
l and | ate of Th o¥YoskshiredAechabbtogidal Idurmdl X1l

page 76).

In 1345 another transaction gives a clue to the maide n surname of

Thomasds second wWNVefset.milntstreeradsl:345. AJohn W
Heworth quer: William son of Thomas de Northfolk of Naburn def: of one

messuage, 300 acres of land and 15 acres of meadows in Naburn To hold

subject to the estate which William de Grove holds for the life of John

Northfolk in 100 acres of land and to the estate in dower to Helewise widow

of Thomas de Northfolkin42%,acr es of | and and one acre o
(‘Yorkshire Archaeological Record Series Vol. XLII page 184).

There was a family with the surname Helewise living in Naburn at
this time, but Helewise was also often used a first name.

Nicholas de Northfolk  (C2)

The only evidence available to show the relationship of this man

occurs on the deed of a transaction at Naburn dated 1323 to which

he was a witness and there are the words: AThomas de Norfol k ai
Ni chol as h(Paperbaf tbetPhlmas tamily in the keeping of the East

Riding of Yorkshire Archives and Local Studies Service in Beverley: 7/22 ).

1 A messu age was a dwelling house, its outbuildings and land.
2 A toft was a site for a dwelling and its outbuildings.

3 A bovate was an old measure of land of indefinite quantity, but usually
estimated at fifteen acomeaningdxy om the Latin fibo
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John de Northfolk  (C3)

Il n April 1328 Johnds name appears on a Ccoml
Ter mi hwith egard to a complaint by Richard Waleys, knight,

against a very large number of people including John, son of

Nicholas de Northfolk (B1), whom he alleged had broken into his

houses at ABurghwal eys, Neutonwal ey s, Hel a
Cot t yn ¢ lardyemaved various goods to the value of £100

(Calendar Patent Roll 14 April 1328, page 295).

On 17 June 1327, John le Carpenter of Naburn acknowledged that
he owed John 100s ( Calendar Close Roll 17 June 1327, York

John de Northfolk was a sherman % and a freeman * of York, and in
1342 owned land in Fishergate, York ( Yorkshire Archaeological Journal
XVII).

Richard de Northfolk  (C4)

Richard, son of Nicholas de Northf olk (B1) of Naburn, was Killed in
an affray with Thomas de Northfolk while on military service in

Scotland ( Calendar Patent Roll 10 November 1303). Whether or not this
Thomas was his elder brother we cannot say.

William de Northfolk  (C5)

William and his wi f e, Margery, are named in the AY
for 1318 ( Yorkshire Archaeological Record Series), but their relationship
to the others is not clear.

1ﬁOyer and Terminerd was a system whereby justices
Crown were instructed to Afhear and determined gener al or parti
as specified by the commission, usually in a particular county or counties.
Source: National Archives.

Modern names: Burghwallis (near Doncaster), Newton (near Castleford),
Healaugh (near Tadcaster), Dunsforth (both Lower and Upper Dunsforth are
near York), Cottingley (there are several places of this name in Yorkshire, e.g.
near Leeds and Bradford; it is unclear which one is being referred to in this

document).

3Theoriginof the word fishermand has at | east two credibl
t hought to have been a variation of Ashearmanodo, i.
manufacture and cutting of woollen cloth; b) it is
who, in medieval time s, served as a member of the judiciary of an English shire

or county.

* In medieval times, a freeman was a man - not of noble birth - who had

the right to own land and carry on a business. To be a freeman you usually
had to be the son ofa  freeman or apprenticed to one.
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Generation 4: JOHN de NORTHFOLK (D1)

The elder son of Thomas de Northfolk (C1), he presented priests to
the family chantry, founded by his father, in 1349 and 1351 ( see list
of Cantarists on page 22).

He servedinFranc e and was in the Kingbés division
Crecy on 26 ™ August 1346, and at the siege of Calais which lasted

from 4 ™ September 1346to 4 ™ August 1347. His name appears on

Wal ter de Wetwangods | ist of those to whom
owing in 1348 ( William Salt Historical Collection XVIII, page 217 ).

Onthe4 "May 1357, he was a party involved in
d e s s e I a Yankawhich was presided over by Thomas de Seton

and his fellows, justices of assizes in the county of York. The

di s put e beinsesn Jaohn de Norffolk of Naburn and William de Derby
Obakestered and Beatrice his wife, and EI |
a tenement i(QalemarPaentiRellyl May 1357).

In 1359 a John de Northfolk Esquire was awarded 25 marks costs

for going to Cal ais on Btlhaec KPrPirn cnecesd sb uRseign es:
Part IV, page 280:

London 27 February 1359

Order to Sir Henry de Bl akebourne the Prin
household to deliver25 marks to John de Northfolk es quire for his costs in

going to Caleyson the Princeb6s business.

By command of the Prince himself.).

This was the first evidence to show that the family was armigerous
(see page 4).

At the end of September 1380 John of Gaunt 2 was at York, and
whilehewas t here John de Northfol k acted
PrivyPurse 3(John of Gauntd)s Register 1/ 132

John was a party to, or witnessed deeds relating to, Naburn in

1351, 1354 and 1373 (  Papers of the Palmes family in the keeping of the
East Riding of Yorks hire Archives and Local Studies Service in Beverley:
7/30, 7132, 7147 ).

! This was a court that dealt with legal disputes concerning land.

2 John of Gaunt (1340 -1399), Duke of Lancaster, was the fourth son of King
Edward Il and was also the fathe r of King Henry IV.

% The Privy Purse was the private, personal expenditure of the sovereign or other
high -ranking member of the Royal family.
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In addition to the estate at Naburn he held property at Beverley

(1351) and in Castlegate, York (1368) whic h was worth one mark a

year ( Inquisitions Post Mortem 3 January 1368 ). He held another

messuage ( see footnote on page22) in York, as shown by an entry in

the Fine Roll* 6 May 1368, whichreads: fiCommi t ement to John de
Northfolk of a messuage in York by ma inprise Thomas de Gra and

Constantine de Damo

John de Northfolk died between 1380 and 1383 leaving three
children:

Nicholas de Northfolk  (E1)
Thomas de Northfolk (E2)
William de Northfolk (E3)

William de Northfolk  (D2)

Held land at Heworth and hi s relationship is established by a

document in the Percy Chartulary 2 (Surtees Society pages 194/5,

which contains the words: AWi Il liam son of Thomas de Nor
Naburno

In 1345 he sold 300 acres of land and 15 acres of meadow in
Naburn to John White  of Heworth ( York Archaeological Record Series
XLIlI page 184).

Linthe early 13 ™ century, the Fine Rolls were little more than lists of money that
was offered to the King in return for concessions and favours, and they were
used b y the Exchequer as a basis for collecting money for the King. They
developed over time to include other information that might be of interest to
the Exchequer.

2 This is a collection containing charters relating to property that directly or
ev entually passed into the hands of the Percy family.
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Generation 5: NICHOLAS de NORTHFOLK (E1)

The elder of the sons of John de Northfolk (D1), he presented a
priest to the Norfolk chantry in October 1383 ( see list of Cantarists on
page 22).

He was ass essed for 2s tax on a house next to the church of St

Margaret that he had in York in 1384, as shown by: ANi chol ae de
Northfolk de domo juxta cimiter(Yookm eccl esi
Archaeological Journal XV page 188 ).

Nicholas also held land in ~ Castlegate, York, in 1407 and at

Walmgate Bar, York, in 1419 ( Surtees Society 85/13). He owned the
estates at Naburn and withessed or was a party to land transactions

there in 1380, 1381, 1382, 1397, 1408 and 1412 ( Papers of the
Palmes family in the keepin g of the East Riding of Yorkshire Archives and
Local Studies Service in Beverley: 7/48, 7/49, 7/51, 7/55, 7/56, 7/57, 7/58,
7/59, 7/60 ).

Documentary evidence will be quoted later that gives the names of
his children as:

Thomas Northfolk (F1)
John Northfo Ik (F2)
William Northfolk (F3)

Elizabeth Northfolk (F4)
Robert Northfolk (F5)

Shortly before Nicholas died, his eldest son Thomas went overseas

on military service, probably in the retinue of Lord Roos, the

overlord of Naburn. There is evidence to show t hat before Thomas
left, Nicholas promised him that, should he not return, his two

daughters would inherit the estates that would have gone to him,

had he lived ( York Memorandum Book page 108). The actual wording
will be reproduced later on page 33.

Nicholas 6s wi fe was called El ene and she was
family, probably the daughter of Thomas Daunay of Esckrick. When

Thomas Daunay died in 1388 he made Nicholas one of his executors

(Cal endar Close Rol | 1392: AEIlIi zafket h Dauna
and John Daunay. Bond in £100 payable at Christmas day next. An

indenture between the same parties on condition that John shall not be

hindered or disturbed by her in collecting the debts of Thomas Daunay

whose executors). the parties areo

Nicholas de Northfolk died in 1420 and was buried in the south
chapel of the pretty little church of Holy Trinity, Acaster Malbis, on
the west bank of the River Ouse near to Naburn. A massive
tombstone covered his grave and this remained in position in the
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south tr ansept until it was lifted and removed in the 19 ™ century in
order to make room for a very large organ that was installed in the

church. The grave itself was left in its original position. For many

years the tombstone was left standing on its edge, proppe d up
against the chapel wall, hemmed in by the organ casing. In 1994,

however, thanks very largely to the efforts of Roger Raimes, the
churchwarden of Holy Trinity, sufficient money was raised for some
restoration work to be carried out on the tombstone an d for it to be
laid back down on the church floor. It is now positioned at the side

of the pulpit in the north transept. Many feet have trodden over the
tombstone over the course of nearly 600 years and it shows the

signs of this, but the inscription that runs around the borders of the
stone, and three of the four armorials carved into it, are clearly

visible. The inscription is in Latin:

ifnOrate pro ani mabus Nichol ai Northfol k de |
decembris anno Domini MCCCCXX et Elene uxor @us (quor animabus

ppiti ert ur.)Thedverdssdn bracketsare indistinct but this can

be translated to read:

AiPray for the soul of Nicholas Northfol k o
month of December Anno Domini 1420 and Elene his wife upon whose souls

may God have mercyo

o

>

The Tombstone of Nicholas de Northfolk in Holy Trinity Church, Acaster Malbis.
Photograph & Steve Norfolk 2006
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The four coats of arms were positioned one at each corner of the

stone. At the head of the stone are the de North folk arms and the

Daunay arms. At the foot of the stone are two armorials that are a

combination of the arms of both families. The heraldic description of

the de Northfolk arms is ADi vided per pale two bars cou
i.e. the shield is divided in two by a perpendicular line, on either

side of which are two coloured bars, the colours of the bars on one

side of the divide being arranged in an opposite way to those on the

other side. The tinctures (colours) of these arms are recorded in the

HarleianM .S.No0.2169 : iParted per pale gules and ar
count er c l{Theagre df &Robert Northfolk 2 of Yorkshire), i.e.

the shield is divided by a red perpendicular line, two bars on one

side of the line being silver, those on the other side being re d. As

stated previously, R.W.S.Norfolk believed the shield would have

been of this appearance:

The tombstone of Nicholas de Northfolk has been noted and

remarked upon by several historians over the years. In his book

AThe hiA¢ @s tye o fuwtteh ibi8860J.N.Bromehead writes

a description of the interior of Holy Trinity church and says on pages

20and?21, A The | ast of the monuments is placed
transept, and is a flat stone of unusual size and massiveness. It bears four

shields of the arms of Northfolk and Dawna

! These manuscripts were collected by Robert and Edward Harley, first and

second Earls of Oxford in the 18th Century, and include records of the work and

duties of Heralds from the 12th to 16th centuries. An important function of

Heralds was the running and scoring of tournaments, but the development of the

full -face helm during the 12th to 14th centuries meant that identification of the
participants in tournaments - and real battle s - was very difficult. Because of this,
it became necessary to devise a means of distinguishing individuals and this was

done through the practice of decorating shields and surcoats with distinctive

designs known as "arms". Heralds were skilled at identif ying knights by their
arms and began to record such arms and developed armorials - reference books
or rolls picturing or describing (blazoning) them. Consequently, knights wishing to
assume arms consulted Heralds to ensure that their own armorial design di d not
conflict with an existing one.

2 Robert Northfolk, Generation 7, the grandson of Nicholas de Northfolk.
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The Yorkshire antiquarian Edmund Bogg, in his book published in

1902, iThe Ol d Kingdom Of EI| miedude&thiF he Ai nsty
reference to the tombstone on page 305, AThe monuments in the
church have been imposing, and are reminiscent of people of social worth,

including some of the family of Malbysse.

In the south cross Quire lyes a flat white stone marked with fine escutcheons

at the corners and on the verge orate pro animabus Domini Nicholae

northfolk de éé.. etc. o

The ecclesiastical scholar and genealogist, James Torre (1649 -

1699), included on page 305 of his book AArchaeology In Yorko
published in 1691, the following diagram of the tom bstone of

Nicholas de Northfolk:
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It is possible that Nicholas de Northfolk married twice as his three

youngest children appear to have been very much younger than the

two eldest sons. The manuscript notes of Raine ! the Yorkshire

historian, givethenam e of Ni chol asdés wife as Joan, &
well have been his second wife.

Thomas de Northfolk  (E2)

Little is known of Thomas de Northfolk except that in 1379 he held

land in Naburn and also Faxfleet (on the north bank of the River
Humber ), hi ameteind Isabella (n Yorkshire Archaeological
Record Series LIl page 149).

William de Northfolk  (E3)

It is possible that William de Northfolk was a son of John de

Northfolk (D1). He made a will in 1401 ( dated 4t July 1401. Proved® at
York, Vol. 3 Folio 61) in which he describes himself as being nof

P o nt e fandanertians by name his two wives but makes no

mention of any children. In his will William made two interesting

bequests:

A X d for the sustenation of maba& | i ght of
Lancaster®o6 and

S

—

0O ¢ ruct a stone cross to be plac
s t il o.f t e

X s t onst
owar d he h Bl essed Thomas©o

! James Raine (1791 -1858), born at Ovington, Yorkshire.

2To Aproved a wil!/ me a nisitsvaloditypu bl i cl'y establis

3 Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, was beheaded within sight of his own castle at
Pontefract in 1321 for leading the rebellion of the northern Earls against
King Edward Il. He was buried in the chapel of the Cluniac Priory of St John at
Pontefract, where his shrine was said to work miraculous cures. Despite
becoming widely known as fABl essed Thomaso, the man
Beatification were unsuccessful.
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Generation 6: Thomas Northfolk  (F1)

The eldest son of Nicholas de North folk (E1). He was, possibly, a

buyer for the Kingos Chlendas Raterdt Rodl 28iJuly 1 395 (
1395). Thomas appears to have married in the first decade of the

15" century, his wifeds name being Agnes. Th
the elder named Katherin e (G1) being born about 1410, the

younger being named Joan (G2).

Evidence given in an action in Chancery ! that is preserved in the
Public Record Office (  Early Chancery Proceedings, P.R.O. Entry 70,
Bundle 7), and in other documents in the York archives, s how that
Thomas died overseas about 1421. It is more than likely that he

was serving in France under Lord Roos, the overlord of Naburn. If

so, he would have been present at the disastrous battle of Beauge

in March 1421, when the English commander, the Duke of Clarence,
and a large part of his force including Lord Roos and his brother,

were killed. Thomas Northfolk very probably died fighting with

them.

Thomasdés widow, Agnes, |l ost no time and mal
Richard Haldenby of York some time before 1422. She immediately

commenced | egal proceedings against her | a:
John Northfolk (F2). The original plea still survives ( Early Chancery

Proceedings, P.R.Q. Entry 70, Bundle 7), and translated reads:

ATo his very gr acRewremns FatherindsodathedArchbshopy
of York and Chancellor of England.

Your poor petitioner, Richard Haldenby and his wife Agnes late wife of
Thomas Northfolk, had issue of two daughters who were his heirs, that is to
say Katherine and Joan and died si ezed of certain lands and tenements in the
town of Naborne and other towns in the County of York to the value of £40

per annum, of which lands and tenements the said Agnes, mother of the said
Katherine and Joan was seized, as the next friend of the said daughters after
the death of the said Thomas their father, until she was ousted from the said
lands and tenements and the two girls taken from her wardship by a John
Northfolk, uncle of the said girls with a great power of armed men against

the peace of ourLord the King Henry the Fifth, who broke open the coffers of
the said girls and illegally took and carried away the deeds of the said lands
and tenements and he made the said Katherine a nun at a place called
Wallandwelles against her will when she was onl y of the age of nine years
and said John Northfolk has killed the other girl as it is said. May it please
your Holy fatherhood and lord to consider all the said horrible matter

offence and misprision and to send a letter under penalty of £200 to cause

the said John Northfolk to appear before you on a certain day to be
examined on all the aforesaid matters etc.

! Chancery is a division of the High Court.
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The result of this plea is not known, but the estates at Naburn

passed to Katherine by 1435, by which time she had married John
Green of York. Proof that it was the intention of Thomas Northfolk

(F1) that his daughters Katherine and Joan should inherit his lands

after his death, is shown in the following passage from the AYor k
Me mor andu mpadged@kwm ich reads:

AWytt all men that | Johne Apilton,
Acastre Malbys, confessour and executorto Nicholas Northfolk of Naburne,
wyttnes that the forsayd Nicholas in his lyve at the tyme of his dying, prayd
and charged me als | wal d answer to God at the day of Dome that | sould
gyve none of hys moveable godys nor herelomes to Cateryn and Johne,
doghtiris of Thomas, his son, yf so were that the same Thomas happynd
noght to cum home beyonde the see bot thar to dye, for, he sade, the érsade
Cateryn and Johne sowlde inheret all hys land in Nabourn and other plass,
for he saide he myght noght put it fro thame, nor he wald noghtdame his sall
nor charge his consiens saveyng the land that he gafe to hys othir childyr for
terme of thar lyve, and this | wyttnest and rehersed befor Johne Portyngton
and William Wylesthorp, arbetrores chosyn on the parte of Johne Northfolk.
In wytness of this, to this present writing wryten by my nowyn hand, | have
sett my sele. Wrytyn at Yorke, the 11 daye of Marse in the yer of Oure Lord
14270

Dated 1427, this document is also of interest as it is written in
English.

Among his manuscripts, the historian James Torre included the
following list:
LIST OF
RECTORS AND VICARS
of the
CHURCH OF St. TRINITY
ACASTER MALBIS

RECTORS
18 Jan 1294 Roger Malebys
7 Oct 1310 Thomas de Everingham
24 Jan 1314 Henry de Malebys
30 Sep 1317 William de Langeley
13 Dec 1328 William de Feriby
26 Oct 1329 Thomas Sampson
20 Aug 1349 W illiam de Haye
VICARS
1366 John de Muskhamp
1392 Robert de Long Bynington
19 May 1414 Fr John de Apilton

In 1348 the church was given by the Malebys family to the Abbey of
Newbo in Lincolnshire.

Abbot
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The childr en of Thomas Northfolk and his wife, Agnes, were:

Katherine Northfolk (G1)
Joan Northfolk (G2)

JOHN NORTHFOLK  (F2)

Named as her husbanddés brother by Agnes,
Northfolk (F1) in her plea to the Archbishop of York. A plea in which

she allege d that John had killed one of her daughters (Joan) and

imprisoned the other (Katherine), and that he had effectively stolen

their inherited lands from them. There is no evidence to show

whether or not John ever appeared before the Archbishop of York to

be questioned about these allegations.

He witnessed a transaction about land in Acaster Malbis in 1427 and
is described t her eoYorkarshadblogical ReedrdSered (
CXX, pages 6/7).

The documented testimony of John Apilton (reproduced above f rom
the AYor k Me mor a niddicated Bat,akode of Nicholas de

Nort hfol kéds Aother childyro John Northf ol

when his father died. Although these other children are not named
in thisdocument, A Yor k Ci vi ¢ Recodaindrsent/bated 75 b o
21 August 1441 that records their names:

W |

k

AAcknowl edgement made in the Council chamb:

Mayor by William Northfolk gentleman to John Green and Catherine his
wife, daughter of Thomas Northfolk brother of the said Will iam, that the
reversions of tenements in the City and suburbs of York which he held jointly
with Robert Norfolk his brother and Elizabeth his sister for the term of their
lives of the gift of Nicholas Nothfolk their father belonged to Catherine wife
of John Green.

He paid 1d as acknowledgement of his life tenancy.

Dated 21 August 14410

John appears to have married Elizabeth, the sister of Alveredo (or

Al fredo) Manston of Manston, near Leeds.
law, John was a withess when Manst on sold the manor of Manston

in 1432, and onthe 1 ' May 1435 he witnessed a transaction

concerning land in Naburn for William Gascoigne.

Alveredo Manston died in 1439 and by will made bequests to his
sister and her children ( Surtees Society Vol. 30 page73, Testamenta
Ebor: Will dat.ed 6 June 14390
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John Northfolk (F2) had two children:

Alveredo Northfolk (G3)
Robert Northfolk  (G4)

It would appear that he died between 1435 and 1439.

William Northfolk  (F3)

William, his brother Robert and sister El izabeth appear to have been

much younger than their two older brothers, Thomas (F1) and John

(F2). This may indicate that they were Nic|
second wife.

William Northfolk was employed by William Felter, who was the

Dean of York between 14 39 and 1451. While so employed at York

Minster, he became involved in one of the many violent incidents

that occurred between the York tradesmen a
Angelo Raine has graphically described such incidents in his book

AMedi eval Yor ko

William was involved in an affray, in the course of which he was
said to have killed a York cordwainer ! called John Skelton ( Calendar
Patent Roll 1 March 1444):

iPardon to William Norfolk alias W/l liam N
servant to Master Will iam FelterDean of the Cathedral Church of St Peters
York, of the Kingd6s suit against him touch

Doncastre and Robert Burn, coroners of the City of York, on view of the body
of John Skelton of having struck the said John on the breast to the heart with
a dagger on 7 January 21 HenryVI * in a place called Les Toftes, York, by the
house of the Friars Preachers in the City and touching his inditment before
the keepers of the Peace in the justices of oyer and terminer in the said city of
having slain the said John by the name of John Skelton of York cordwainer
on Monday after Epiphany in the same year in Mekilgate York and any
consequent. outl awryo

The English term Acordwainerd means shoemaker. It
was derived from the Spanish fAcowokerframner 0, a skil |
Cordoba, southern Spain.

isico is a Latin word meaning fAso; thus; as it was
inserted like this into a text to indicate the occurrence of an anomal y or
misspelling which has not been corrected for the purpose of the quotation
(paraphrase of an entry in ALe Mot Justeodo, Vintage

3 In medieval times it was common to write dates in this way. In this instance,
the meaning is 7 ™ Januaryinthe 21 ' year of the reign of Henry VI, i.e. 1443.
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Having obtained his pardon, William continued to be employed by
William Felter until Felter died in 1451, leaving him a bequest. He
also received a bequest from a man called Jacob Floure in 1452.

William Northfolk died in 1471 having made his will that year and it
was proved at York. The will was dated 12 August 1471 and Probate
was granted at York 20 August 1471. The terms of the will were,
briefly, as follows:

A Wi | | of Wi |l | i am ni\Npansh di AcastekMalbis, Esijuire. b o r
To be buried in the chapel of Blessed Mary in the church of Holy Trinity in
Acaster.

To the rector of Acaster a horse with saddle and bridle.

To the fabric of the said church 2s.

7 marks for a chaplain to celebrate in the said church for his soul for 1 year
after his death.

To the vicar of Acaster 6s 8d.

To William Paumes esq. his best gown.

To James Duffeld a satin tunic and a pair of black hose.

To Joan Duffeld wife of the said James a chest.

To Isabell Duffeld a brass vessel and a chest.

Residue to sister Elizabeth Duffeld, John Monkton vicar of Acaster, and

James Duffeld son of the said Elizabeth (who are executors) to provide for his
soul.

Witnessed by Wi lliam Paumes esq. Thomas

Elizabeth Northfolk  (F4)

Married James Duffeld of York and, by him, had two children, James
and Isabel. In 1502, her son James received a bequest from Guy
Green, the son of his cousin Elizabeth Northfolk.

Robert Northfolk  (F5)

The youngest child of Nicholas Northfolk (E1). It is probable that he
was a farmer and that he may have been a tenant of his relation,

John Daunay, who owned property in Stillingfleet. He is known to

have been alive in 1441.
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Generation 7: Katherine Northfolk  (G1)

The eldest daughter of Th  omas Northfolk (F1). It is known that her
fatherdés estates at Naburn had passed to hi
married a man from York by the name of John Green.

Joan Norfolk (G2)

The youngest child of Thomas Northfolk (F1
Agnes, isto be believed, Joan was killed by her uncle, John
Northfolk (F2).

Alveredo Norfolk  (G3)

Named in the will of Alveredo Manston (his
1439 and after whom it is reasonable to assume he was named.
Nothing more is known about him.

ROBERT NORTHFOLK (G4)

Robert Northfolk was also named in the will of Alveredo Manston as
being one of the children of his sister Elizabeth. His coat of arms is
recorded in Harleian M S 2169 and is the same as those, which are

on the tombstone of his grandfather , Nicholas Northfolk (E1) in Holy
Trinity church, Acaster Malbis.

He had two children:

William Northfolk (H1)
Thomas Northfolk  (H2)
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Generation 8: William Northfolk  (H1)

William Northfolk, the eldest son of Robert Northfolk (G1) became
the vicar of Stillingfleet. This is confirmed by his will that was
proved at York in 1529. An entry regarding this will appears in a

bookentitted A Yor k Wil l s Coh&2adthedBorthwick I 1316

Institute in York. The entry reads: A 1thgebruary 1527: Norfolk,

William, V. of Stillingflete, bur.. Yor k Mi
Hi st orian James Torre also records William

in a manuscript ecclesiastical history of the diocese of York.

A copy of Wil | i awithGadranseript, is to begdduraling
Appendix A at the end of this document.

THOMAS NORTHFOLK  (H2)

Thomas Northfolk almost certainly lived at Stillingfleet. He is named
in the will of his brother, William Northfolk (H1). No record has been
found that reveals the name of his wife.

Thomas had two sons:

John Northfolk  (11)
William Northfolk (12)
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Generation 9: JOHN NORTHEOLK (I1)

Lived at Stillingfleet where he owned a house and a farm. His will

was proved at York and this entry can be found in the library of the

Borthwick Institute in York: AWills I n The York Registry:
March 11 1558: Norffolke, John, Stillingflete, husbandman *: Date of Will:

February 5 1558: VoAcopydthiswilPalong 3 withkol . 1590
transcript 2, is to be found in Appendix A at the end of this

document.

In the opening words of his will, John Northfolk describes himself as

being Aof Stillingfleetodo yet it is interes:
to his house in Poppleton. Both Upper Poppleton and Nether

Poppleton lie about 4 miles north west of the centre of York, in the

parish of St Mary Bishophill 2.

John Northfolk had six children:

Bartiimewe Northfolk (J1)
Isabella Northfolk  (J2)
Margaret Northfolk (J3)

Anne Northfolk (J4 )
Peter Northfolk (J5)
Richard Northfolk  (J6)

William Northfolk  (12)

At the time of writing, very littleis  known fordefinite of Wi | | i amds
life, although it seems likely that he is the same William Northfolk to

whom a white filly was bequeathed in the will of William Northfolk

(HI), his uncle

1 ~ .
The word Ahusbandmand i s most commonly used to mea

All the Norfolk wills that appear in Appendix at the rear of this document have
been initially transcribed by a very kind lady called Anna Wheeler of the City of
York Arch ives. Her transcriptions have then been by slightly modified by me in
order to help them read a little more like modern English (Steve Norfolk).

St Mary Bishophill Junior ~ (sometimes referred to as the fiYounger 0) is thought
by some to be the oldest church in the city of York. Parts of the tower are built
wit h rubble and stone re  -used from the Roman occupation. While the base
dates back to the 10th century it was raised in height, probably before 1066,
with the parapet and pinnacles being added in the early 15th century.
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There is , however, a document to be found on www.ancestry.com
entitled fiOxford University Alumni, 1500 -1886 , Volu me Illl 0 which
has the following interesting entry:

ANorfolk , William (Northfo lke); B.A. 12Jan., 1544-5
fellow of ORIEL COLL. 1546-56, from di ocese of
York, principal of St Mary Hall 1550-3, proctor

1555 prebendary of Worcester 1558, but deprived

same year, rector of Hanbury, co. Worcester, 15590

To the best of my knowledge, there were no other William
Northfolk s living in or around York at this time, so this entry could
very well refer to William Northfolk (12).


http://www.ancestry.com/
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Generation 10: Bartiimewe Northfolk (J1)

The eldest son of John Northfolk (I11), Bartiimewe was the sole

executor of his fatherds will and inherite
including animals, equipment and produce from the family farm at
Stillingfleet as wel |latRogpleton. s f at her 6s hous:

Bartiimewe Northfolk died in 1569 and left a will that was proved at

York in that same year. I'n this wild.l he de:
Stillingfleeto. He refers to his Ahusbandr:
bequests consisting of animals a nd farm equipment to his children.

His will provides some insights into his life, inasmuch as it tells us
that he gave names to his oxen and that he made provision for a
bequest to every poor household in Stillingfleet.

We know also, from his will, that his wifeds name was EIl i zal

A copy of Bartil meweds wil/| along with a 1t
Appendix A at the end of this document.

Bartiimewe and Elizabeth had five children:

Leonard Northfolk (K1)
Anne Northfolk (K2)
Elizabeth Norfolk (K3)
Joan NorthfolK (K4)
Grace Northfolk (K5)

Isabella Northfolk  (J2)

Little is known of Isabella other than that she was bequeathed two
ewes and two | ambs in her fatherdéds will , a
by the name of William Crossland in 1558.

Margaret Nor thfolk (J3)

Nothing is known of Margaret Northfolk.

Anne Northfolk  (J4)

Anne, t oo, was | eft t wo ewes and two | ambs
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Peter Northfolk  (J5)

The second son of John Northfolk (11), Peter Northfolk was
bequeathed a horse and farm pr oduce in his fatheros wil/l

Peter, himself, died in 1589, also leaving a will that was proved at
York. From his will it is known that he was a farmer at Stillingfleet,

that his wifebds name was Ursilie (Ursula)
and four d aughters:

John Northfolk (K6)
William Northfolk (K7)
Peter Northfolk (K8)
Margaret Northfolk (K9)
Frances Northfolk (K10)
Dorothy Northfolk (K11)
Anne Northfolk (K12)

RICHARD NORTHFOLK (J6)

As one of the three supervisor bardof Peter N
Northfolk was bequeathed a quantity of wheat.

Richard is thought to have lived in Goldsborough, about 3 miles to
the east of Knaresborough. The name of his wife is not known but
he had three sons:

Richard Northfolk (K13)
Christopher Northfolk (K14)
Denis Northfolk  (K15)
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Generation 11: Leonard Northfolk (K1)

This son of Bartiimewe Northfolk (J1) is thought to have died

without producing any children. He i s name:
dated 1569 in which he was bequeathed farm equip ment, two

calves and two oxen, one of which was cal |l

his mother, Elizabeth, and his sisters Anne, Elizabeth and Joan, he
was named as an executor of his father 6s wi

Anne Northfolk  (K2)

Nothing is known of Anne Northfolk except that she was left a cow,
a ewe and a | amb in her fatheroés wildl

Elizabeth Norfolk  (K3)

Elizabeth is known to have married a man called William Cathrop.
She, too, inherited a cow, a ewe and a | aml

Joan NorthfolK  (K4)

Nothing is kno wn of Joan Northfolk other than that she, like her
sisters Anne and Elizabeth, received a cow, a ewe and a lamb in her
fatheros will

Grace Northfolk  (K5)

Nothing is known of Grace Northfolk.

John Northfolk  (K6)

In the will of his father, Peter Norfolk (J5), John Northfolk was
bequeat hed half of his fatherds farmhol di n
been left to his mother, Ursulie) along with farm equipment and

animals.

William Northfolk  (K7)
Named in his fatherods will, Wil |l iaem was be
of the rents on his fatherdés | ands for a p

Peter Northfolk  (K8)

Like his brother William, Peter also inherited the income for the rent
on his fatherdéds | ands for a period of one
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Margaret Northfolk  (K9)

Named in her father 6s wi | | , Margaret inherited a co
as an executrix of his will, along with her sisters Frances, Dorothy
and Anne.

Frances Northfolk  (K10)

Il n her fatheroés wil/l she received a feat he]l
animal.

Dorothy Northfolk  (K11)

Named in her father 6s will as the inherito

Anne Northfolk  (K12)

Anne, t oo, i nherited a cow in her fatheros

Richard Northfolk  (K13)

This son of Richard Northfolk (J6) is believed to have lived at
Knaresborough.

Christopher Northfol  k (K14)

Nothing is currently known of this son of Richard Northfolk (J6).

DENIS NORTHFOLK (K15)

Denis Northfolk, the third son of Richard Northfolk (J6) was thought
to have lived at Goldsborough, near Knaresborough. Evidence for
this can be seeninthe  record of his marriage to Anne Marshall,
daughter of John  Marshall , that can be seen in the entries for the
year 1584 in the Parish Register of Bilton in Ainsty. The entry reads
as follows:

A T h % dagof Julys a marriage

x Denis Northfolks of Goldsbro ugh
and Anne Marshall of Byl tono

Denis and Anne Northfolk had two sons:

John Norfolke (L1)
Christopher Norfolke (L2)
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Denis is mentioned once more in Bilton in Ainsty Parish Register,
this time in the record of a baptism:

f1583. The fourth of May a Childe of John Marshall of Bylton baptised called
Marye. Godfather Denis Norfolke, ye Godmother Rychard Lollyes wife and
Henrye Stainburns wife 0

There is an even earlier reference to a Dorothy Northfolk in Bilton In Ainsty
Parish Register, in 1577/8:
firhe4hof Marche a basse child baptised begot
Watson, mylneratSeloy and a power womad that went a
lyuing called Elsabeth the Godfather George Broune the godmothers George
Thomsons wife and Doro Northfolk o

0
b

At the time of writing, the identity of this Dorothy Northfolk is unknown.
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Generation 12: JOHN NORFOLKE (L1)

The eldest son of Denis Northfolk (K15). In his will dated 1661 (see
Appendix A) he describes himself as AiJohn NofRdfforth k the
county of the city of York, farmero

He was married to Dorothy Civson of Stillington (about 8 miles
north of York), who died the year after him in 1662. John and
Dorothy had two sons:

John Norfolke (M1)
Christopher Norfolke (M2)

John Norfolke is believed to have been chur
church, Rufforth in 1630, and the Parish Register records that it was
here that he was buried:

ABuried Anno 1661:
John Norfolke. September 30t + + 0

It is interesting to see that he referre dinhiswilto fié our sovereign
| ord, King Charles the Second of Engl and,
Louis X1V certainly did not accept such a claim on his throne and, in

fact, the English claim on the French throne was only relinquished

during th e reign of George lll, more than 100 years later.

Christopher Norfolke  (L2)

Nothing is currently known of him.



47

Generation 13: JOHN NORFOLKE (M1)

Named in his fathefr@slJowin |Norff dlékel,, my son,
andonly executorof t hi s, my | ast,hamwwadborniand t est amen
Rufforth but later in life moved the short distance to Copmanthorpe,

where he diedon 6 ™ July 1695.

John Norfol keds marriage is recorded in R

AMarried Anno 1662:
John Norfolk e and Alice Carbutt. May ye 2. 0

John Norfolke and Alice had 9 children, all of whom were baptised
at Rufforth:

Ellen Norfolk (N1)
John Norfolk (N2)
Thomas Norfolk (N3)
Robert Norfolk (N4)
Elizabeth Norfolk (N5)
Anne Norfolk (N6)
Mary Norfolk (N7)
Kathe rine Norfolk (N8)
Christopher Norfolk  (N9)

John Norfolke was buried at the church of St Mary Bishophill The
Younge r (of tenre ferred t o as Junior ) in York, the parish church with
overall responsibility for the township of Copmanthorpe. At this time

it was not possible to be buried at the ch urch of St Giles in
Copmanthorpe as this church was only granted permission for a
graveyard in 1759. Until that time, it was only able to act as a

chapel of rest for the dead.

In his Will, dated 30 ™ June 1695, John Norfolk made bequests to his
wife Alice , daughter Elizabeth, son Robert, daughter Ann and son
Christopher. A full transcript of his Will along with an Inventory of

his possessions can be seen in Appendix A. Interestingly T and,
perhaps, somewhat unusually - his other children, named above,
were not mentioned in his Will. This could indicate that some of

them were no longer alive, though it is known that his son, John
Norfolk (N2) , was still living nearby in Rufforth.

The I nventory that accompanied John Norfol
revealing, not onl y about the amount of his worth but also the way
that he lived. The  value, at that time, of the goods , animals and

crops where he lived (but not including property such as land or

houses) was appraised at £389 and 15 shillings which, converted

int o cash today, would be worth approximately £42,219.54. It can
be seen that John lived and worked as a farmer.  He grew numerous
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crops, made cheese, kept cows and sheep, and had horses and a
large amount of farm implements. He had a number of outbuildings,
e.g. a barn and a milk  -house, as well as an orchard.

It can further be seen that his house had at least 3 rooms

downstairs 1 two parlours anda  back kitchen are mentioned along
with wit h a downstairs hall and an upstairs passage I and that there
were three bedrooms, one of which was over the stablesa nd was
for the servants that he employed. Compared to most people at

that time this  was an indication of very considerable wealth.

His Will also indicates that he owned other property in both
Copmanthorpe and Rufforth, which he left to his children. His total
monetary worth can only be guessed at

Interestingly, the Will shows us the earliest example (so far
discovered ) of a Norfolk signature:

J o h n 6 s, Aliwe, fliveed for a further 31 years and was bur ied at St
Mary Bishophill on 2™ March 1726.

Christopher Norfolke  (M2)

Little is currently known of this son of John Norfolke (L1) other than

that he was named in his fatheros wild/l
the sum of £20 (modern equivalent just over £2000), to be paid in
two instalments of £10 i the first to be paid at the age of 23, the

second at the age of 25.
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Generationl 4: Ellen Norfolk  (N1)

Baptized at Rufforth in 1663.

John Norfolk (N2)

Baptize d at Rufforth on 24 Ja  nuary 1664/5 , John Norfolk was a
farmer and married Ann Gill at Rufforth on 22 "4 December 1690.
They had 9 children, all of whom were christened at Rufforth:

Ellen Norfolk (O1)
Elizabeth Norfolk (O2)
Jonas Norfolk (O3)
Thomas Norfolk (04)

John Norfolk (O5 )
Christopher Norfolk (O6)
Joseph Norfolk (O7)
Alice Norfolk (O8)
Mary Norfolk (O9)

Known details of the above children of John Norfolk (N2) can be
found in Appendix  B.

Thomas Norfolk  (N3)

Thomas Norfolk lived as a farmer at Askham Bryan (situated in
between Rufforth and Copmanthorpe) where he was buried on 26
December 1699 at the age of 33, eight months before the birth of
his last child.

th

Thomas married Ann Whorby at Askham Bryan on 24 ™ April 1688
and they are known to have had 5 children, all bapt ised at Askham
Bryan.

Mary Norfolk (O10)
Alice Norfolk (0O11)
Anne Norfolk O12)
John Norfolk (013)
Thomas Norfolk (014)

It is from this line that the Norfolks of Tockwith (in the parish of
Bilton in Ainsty) originated and this branch is followed up in
Appendix C.

Foll owing Thomas Norfol kés deat h, hi
Fawcett on 2 " November 1701.

S

wi f e
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Robert Norfolk  (N4)
Baptised at Rufforth  10™ December 1668.

Robert Norfolk married Ellen Abbah at Bramham (about 5 miles
south of Wetherby) on 19 '™ October 1693. His will was proved at
York in 1722.

The parish register of St Mary Bishophill Junior, when recording the
baptism of his daughter Alice , Sstates t ha Coprhamthowad .

Robert Norfolk and his wife Ellen had 10 children:

John Norfol k (O15)
Anne Norfolk (O16)
Mary Norfolk (O17)
Ellin Norfolk (O18)
Thomas Norfolk (019)
Robert Norfolk (020)
Alice Norfolk (021)
John Norfolk (022)
William Norfolk (023)
Joseph Norfolk (024)

Known details of these children of Robert Norfolk (N4) can be s een
in Appendix D.

Elizabeth Norfolk  (N5)

Christened at Rufforth 3 " April 1671.

Anne Norfolk  (N6)

Christened at Rufforth 30 " December 1672.

Mary Norfolk  (N7)

Christened at Rufforth 10 ™ May 1676.

Katherine Norfolk ~ (N8)

Christened at Rufforth 1" September 1679.
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CHRISTOPHER NORFOLK (N9)

Christopher Norfolk, the youngest son of John Norfolke (M1), was
born in Rufforth and was christened there on the 11 " April 1681.
His christening is recorded in the parish register of Rufforth:
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Christop her married twice. His first marriage was to Helen (Eleanor)
Bewley and parish records show that it took place in Holy Trinity
Church, Micklegate, York, on December 9 th 1707.

Christopher Norfolk and Helen had two children:

Alice Norfolk (025)
Christopher Norfolk (O26)

Both of these children were born in Copmanthorpe and christened
at St Mary Bishophill Junior, the parish church responsible for
Copmanthorpe.

Helen died and was buried on 24 " September 1716 and Christopher
married for a second time, to H annah Booth. This marriage took
place in the church of St Michael, Spurriergate, York, on September

6™ 1720. The parish register entry reads:

AnMarriages
Christopher Norfolk of ye parish of Copmanthorpe, Farmer, and Hannah
Booth of ye parish of Copmanthor pe. Married by Mr Jo. Burns and licence
granted by Mr Hook and Mr Jubb. Septe

Christopher Norfolk and Hannah had four children, all of whom were
christened at St Mary Bishophill Junior:

Richard Norfolk  (027)

Ellenor Norfolk (028)

Hannah Norfol k (029)
John Norfolk (O30)
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Hannah died in 1756, her burial being recorded in the parish
register of St Mary Bishophill Junior:

AHannah, wi fe of Christopher Nor fol k,

Less than a month after the death of his wife, onJune 4 ™ -5" 1756,
Christopher Norfolk was party to the purchase of 18 acres of land in

Acaster Malbis *. This land consisted of 4 Closes, known as Fosse

Closes, and was purchased from a man called Henry Swaile and his

wife, Catherine. The transaction was actually paid for by

Christopherdés sons Richard and John, but w;
Christopher Ain trusto during his |ifetime
passed to Richard and John. This document is particularly

interesting in that it shows the signature of Christopher Norfolk ( as

well as those of his sons, Richard and John):
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Christopher Norfolk died in 1759, his burial taking place on the 7 th

of November that year. Copmanthorpe parish register shows that it
was one of the first burials ever to take place in the graveyard of
the church of St Giles at Copmanthorpe.

! Document in Hull University Archives, Reference DDFA/32/78: 4th -5th June 1756 :
Lease and Release: for £450: Henry Swaile late of Copmanthorpe now of Bishopthorpe
gent., and wife Catheri ne to Christopher Norfolk sen., and his sons Richard and John N.,
all of Copmanthorpe yeomen.
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Generationl 5: Alice Norfolk (025)

Alice Norfolk was christened at St Mary Bishophill Junior, York, on
17™ October 1708 an d her burial there is recorded as taking place
on March 2 " 1726.

Christopher Norfolk  (026)

Christopher Norfolk was christened at St Mary Bishophill Junior,
York, on 3 ™ July 1713.

On 11 ™ July 1743, parish records show that he married Jane Lamb
at St Mary Bishophill Junior.

Christopher and Jane had no children.

Jane died in 1763 and Copmanthorpe parish register records her
burial:

ABuri al .
9"July. Jane, the wife of Christophe

The parish register for Copmanthorpe has this entry for 1767
AChristopher Norfolk Chapel Warden (but

Christopher Norfolk died in 1788 and was buried in the churchyard
of St Giles on April 2 " that year.

RICHARD NORFOLK _ (027)

The second son of Christopher Norfolk (N9), Richard Norfolk was
christened at St Mary Bishophill Junior on 21st September 1721.
The parish register entry reads:

ABaptism 1721.
Richard son of Christopher Norfolk. 21stof Sept.ember 0

He lived as a farmer at Copmanthorpe, as shown by his will that
was proved at York in 1795, which contains the words ( my
transcription ):

AThis is the wil!@/ of me , Ri chard Norfol k o
city of York, Farmer, made this thirtieth of December in the year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and ninet



Richard Norfolk married Mary Dickinson of Copmanthorpe in 1752.

I n a vol ume YakMarriagd Borts /Y50 17 1 7 6 whéch is kept
in the Borthwick Institute, York, can be found a copy of the

Marriage Bond ! for Richard Norfolk and Mary Dickinson:

> Now af Men by tbefie Prefents that Wofiudard
A - - PN e
“*""Z"’z’% £ Proctme <>

. of BB e /‘4«0 \/{'7470\
I:(M ll/:u.l?" 4 lo':'.l 1o the "“H “'UM
e 7 et e P 6D
cial Primcighl of the moft Gewere
m;"}:‘:’“ L’;l‘l,l.‘nn Premdente, Lord I*NPQ
of York, Primate of }rf_'.and,-luﬂ‘l'rhq Law-
fully sl arcxed, m the Sum of twe Hundred Pounds
sl good and lowpul foney of Great Beeam, te be 'J
oo bom the '4:17 el '/\‘5 by FJ"""D
Aawentfirarors, Sweceffors and Afigns 3 for the Paymeent
-Nvuf well and fraly 10 be made, o-l-‘l‘c owr
teboes. and Fosede ——of ws by one fetves, for the
¥ b.u‘, od the Full, ear Heirs, Execatory -.J
Admumifirarers, frwly by ihefe Prefenty feated with
o Seals. Given the je i Vay of the
Manth of s pdanlilrsin the Yeur of ot 022
& OD. Ome Thou[and Scven Husdred and /597y '

HE Condition of this Qbligasioq, l'.,,h Thae if
the 3bore-boundcn f’ - d /mﬁd P -
W ;’.A&;.ﬂm .écmo\f'l. cenced fo be married to-
'.r:'h(?r be neither of Conlanguinity of Aﬁ.1|cs' the one to
;’m other, within the Degrees prohinted for Macriage : It
Mo tnese be ne Precontradt of Macrimony betwixt eicher
of the fawd Partics, and any other Perfon or Pertons what-
pewer but that they may be awiully Murri-d wopether, both
by the Laws of Gol, and th Lind : Morcover, If the
Parents of both the fad Parves (hel_v. be living ) or other-
wiie their Totors and Guardum (" .':;;.4:'"‘ At
recing + And laftly il the la rmage
'n’:;ts‘:;:::’:.ud 1‘: fach maneer, a8 in the Licence to them A
granted s Limved @ Theo this Obkigation ro be void, or =0
elle to cenain i toll Force and Yertue,

Sl nd Deored Richoso Noflh
- 1 l;n": - >
WAlhty " et LA

La Marriage Bond was a licence for marriage with a financial obligation for the
groom. It was intended to guard against illegal marriages e.g. if one party were
already married or under age. Failure to disclose such a legal impediment
would rend er the groom liable for payment of a large amount of money.
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This document shows another example of a Norfolk signature and
also helps to demonstrate the inconsistency of spelling at this time.
Someti mes he spelled Norfolk with a
didnot .

The page shown above tells us that Richard Norfolk agreed to pay

the sum of £200 (modern equivalent approximately £24,00 0) in the
event that he failed to disclose any legal impediment to his

marriage. Fortunately, there was no legal impediment and,

consequently, he was never obliged to forfeit this sum.

The next page of the Marriage Bond (below) shows that Richard and
Mary were to be married in the church of St Denis, Walmgate, York.

Below is Richardds signature

doubl e

on



